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PPS RECORDS FOR 
156-158 PROSPECT STREET 

PLAT 9, LOT 257 
 

WILLIAM AND JENNIE WHITTEMORE HOUSE 
VERE W. BECK, BUILDER 

Built 1891 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Two-and one-half stories tall on a raised brick foundation with a two-story bay front.  
Two door entry accessed by a single porch with an octagonal extension to the 
northeast.  The house is sheathed in clapboard; has a pedimented gable on the east;   
cross gable on the north; three gable dormers and two-story bay on south; and, a multi-
flue brick chimney. 
  
The house stands on a 6,066 sq. ft. lot on the west side of Prospect Street.  Located 
between Halsey and Hidden Streets, it is the second lot north of Halsey.  The lot is 
irregular in shape and has 55.58 feet of frontage.  
 
HISTORY: 
 
William G. Whittemore was a clerk; his wife, Jennie L.,  appears to have owned or 
worked in a variety store on North Main Street.  The Whittemores purchased a 6,066 sq. 
ft. vacant lot of land from Paul Shocker in April, 1891.  Also in April, Whittemore applied 
for a building permit to build a 2-1/2 story wood two tenement dwelling on the west side 
of Prospect Street near Halsey Street.  Vere W. Beck was the builder for an estimated 
cost of $4,000-$4,800.  The house was built by January 1, 1892, when the Whittemores 
were assessed taxes for a building.  [Note:  Vere W. Beck also built the adjacent houses 
at 152-154 and 160-162 Prospect Street.]    
 
The Whittemores owned the property for 22 years until 1913 when it transferred to 
David W. McCoid.  McCoid owned the property for 34 years until his death in 1947.  
Harry and Margaret Devoe purchased the house from McCoid’s Estate in 1948 and 
retained ownership for the next fifty years.  Jerold and Roberta Ehrlich purchased the 
property in 1998 and converted it to three residential condominiums in 2005.   The 
condo units are currently owned by Cassandra Ormiston, Henry F. Schwarz, and Marius 
and Elisabeta Minca.   
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DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
The College Hill neighborhood is part of the original settlement area of Providence, 
established in 1636.  The first residents laid out their settlement in a linear plan on the 
east side of the Moshassuck and Providence Rivers, with house lots fronting on the 
rivers and stretching eastward up and over a steep hill to what is now Hope Street. The 
town was confined to the riverbanks at the foot of the hill until after 1769, when Benefit 
Street was laid out on the western slope of the hill to relieve some of the congestion 
below.  The following year, Rhode Island College (now Brown University) built its first 
structure on top of that hill and gave the neighborhood its name.  The neighborhood 
continued to develop over the next 150 years, reaching its present density in the early 
20th century.   
 
Many of the streets on College Hill are named for the people who owned the land on 
which the rights-of-way were later built.  In the late 18th century, Thomas Halsey owned 
a 26-acre parcel between Benefit Street and Hope Street; Halsey Street now runs 
through that parcel.  After his death, Thomas Halsey’s property on College Hill was 
platted for residential development in 1840, and again in 1850.  Development of 
Halsey’s plat was nearly complete by the end of the 19th Century.   
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
The house is located within the College Hill National Historic Landmark District, listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1977.  (The nomination form does not assign 
a historic name to the house, and indicates that it was built sometime between 1875-
1895.) 
 
The house is also located within the College Hill Historic District overlay zone, 
designated by the City of Providence. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plate VI shows the future site of 156-158 Prospect Street lies within land owned by 
Thomas Lloyd Halsey, the “Major Dexter Lot” to Ferry Lane.  The map shows linear lots 
of land owned by private parties. “Olney Lane to Ferry Road” lies on the north and 
Benefit Street lies on the west. 
 
1850:  “Plat No. 2 of the Halsey Estate in the City of Providence,” surveyed by Cushing 
& Farnum, recorded on June 13, 1850 in Book 2, Page 22, and copied on Plat Card 65.  

                                                      
1 Sources:  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic Resources, by Edward F. Sanderson and William 
MacKenzie Woodward (Providence:  RI Historical Preservation Commission, 1986); Streets of the City, by  
Florence Parker Simister, transcripts of radio programs broadcast on WEAN 1954-1955 (Vol. 3), in the 
collection of the RI Historical Society.  
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This map shows the Thomas L. Halsey estate bounded by Pratt Street on the west, 
Hope Street on the east, Olney Street on the north, and Meeting Street on the south.  
Streets have been named and lots platted.  The future site of 156-158 lies within a block 
bounded by Prospect Street on the east, Halsey Street on the south, Congdon Street on 
the west, and “Gangway” on the north.  Six lots have been platted.  The eastern half of 
the block is Lot #287 and measures 251’ on Prospect, 155.1’ on Halsey, and 150.95’ on 
the Gangway. 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling.  Page B#4 (10) shows a block bounded by 
Prospect Street on the east, Mary Street on the north, Congdon Street on the west, and 
Halsey Street on the south.  A lot that is the eastern half of the block is owned by S. 
Halsey and contains a frame house.  The western half of the block is platted, with one 
frame house built.  The area east of Prospect Street to Hope Street is platted, but with 
sparse development.  
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co.:  Vol. 1, Plate E shows the 
block bounded by Prospect Street on the east, Hidden Street on the north, Congdon 
Street on the west, and Halsey Street on the south.  A lot numbered 287 that is the 
eastern half of the block is owned by Sarah Halsey and contains 38,942 sq. ft.  There is 
a frame house at 158 Prospect Street and two outbuildings.  The western half of the 
block is platted and three houses built.   
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.: Plate 3 shows the block 
bounded by Prospect, Hidden, Congdon, and Halsey Streets.  A lot numbered 287 that 
is the eastern half of the block is owned by Sarah Halsey.  There is a frame house at 
158 Prospect Street and two outbuildings.  The western half of the block is platted and 
four houses built.  There is water on the street.   bounded by Brown Street on the west, 
Olney Street on the north, and Hope Street on the east.  
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards:  Plate 5 shows the block 
bounded by Prospect, Hidden, Congdon, and Halsey Streets.  The second lot north of 
Halsey Street contains 6,066 sq. ft.  There is a frame house at 156 Prospect Street.  No 
owner is identified.  The entire block is developed.  There is water and sewer on the 
street and streetcars on North Main, Olney, and Brown Streets. 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps:  Plat 9 shows the block bounded by Prospect, Hidden, 
Congdon, and Halsey Streets.  The second lot north of Halsey Street is numbered 257 
and contains 6,066 sq. ft.  There are no buildings or owners shown on this map.   
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co.:  Plate 6 shows the block 
bounded by Prospect, Hidden, Congdon, and Halsey Streets.  The second lot north of 
Halsey Street contains 6,066 sq. ft. and is owned by W. G. Whittemore et ux.  There is a 
frame house at 156-158 Prospect Street.  The block is developed.  The Hope Reservoir 
appears on the map.   There is water and sewer on the street and street railway on 
Olney and Brown Streets.  
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1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.:  Plate 22 shows the block 
bounded by Prospect, Hidden, Congdon, and Halsey Streets.  The second lot north of 
Halsey Street contains 6,066 sq. ft. and is owned by D. W. McCoid.  There is a frame 
house at 156 Prospect Street.  The block is developed.  The Hope Reservoir appears 
on the map.   There is water and sewer on the street and streetcar on Olney, Brown, 
North Main, and Hope Streets.  Reference to the Halsey Estate Plat No. 2.  
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.: Plate 22 shows the block 
bounded by Prospect, Hidden, Congdon, and Halsey Streets.  The second lot north of 
Halsey Street contains 6,066 sq. ft. and is owned by D. McCoid.  There is a frame 
house at 156-158 Prospect Street.  The Hope Reservoir appears on the map.   There is 
water and sewer on the street and electric railway Brown, North Main, and Hope 
Streets.  Reference to the Halsey Estate Plat No. 2.  
  
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.: Plate 22 shows the block 
bounded by Prospect, Hidden, Congdon, and Halsey Streets.  The second lot north of 
Halsey Street contains 6,066 sq. ft. and is owned by D. and J. McCoid.  There is a 
frame house at 156-158 Prospect Street, and a stone or concrete garage.  The block is 
developed.  The Hope Street Regional Senior High School has replaced the Hope 
Reservoir. There is water and sewer on the street and electric railway on North Main 
and Hope Streets.  Reference to the Halsey Estate Plat No. 2.  
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
DB 362/195:  On April 29, 1891, Paul and Mary Shocker, of Providence, quitclaimed for 
$10 a lot of land to William G. and Jennie L. Whittemore, of Providence.  The irregular-
shaped lot began at a point on Prospect Street 55.58 feet north of the northerly line from 
Halsey Street, and bounded 55.58 feet easterly on Prospect Street.  The lot contained 
6,066.31 sq. ft. 
 
DB 365/55:  Wanton A. Weaver, of Providence, also quitclaimed the lot of land to 
William G. and Jennie L. Whittemore, of Providence.  The legal description of the lot is 
the same as described above and contains reference to that deed.    
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Application #7370-235, dated April 21, 1891, was filed by William G. Whittemore, 
address of 56 Jenkins Street, to build a two and one-half story wood two tenement 
dwelling on the west side of Prospect Street near Halsey Street. Vere W. Beck, builder, 
at an estimated cost of $4,000-4,800. 
 
NOTE:  Applications were also filed at the same time by Paul Schocker and William C. 
Ashkettle.  All buildings were to be two- and one-half story wood two tenement 
dwellings on the west side of Prospect Street near Halsey Street, Vere W. Beck, builder. 
 



PPS Records for 156-158 Prospect Street  Page 5 
 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were published in a book 
listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total assessment for any real and personal property 
(without specifying where real estate was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept 
ledgers (organized by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 

 

Ledger E10, Page 368:  On June 15, 1891, William G. Whittemore and wife Jennie L. owned Plat 9, Lot 
257, a 6,066 sq. ft. lot; value of land assessed $1,698.  On January 1, 1892, William and Jennie 
Whittemore were assessed $1,698 for value of land, and $4,500 for value of building. 

 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894 and again since 
1937. 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by 
street address, indicating the names of all residents and often their occupations as well. 
No distinction is made between owners and tenants. House directories also contain a 
street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city directory. 
 
1891:  William G. Whittemore, clerk 113 Westminster, lived at 56 Jenkins Street. 
  Mrs. William G., variety store 505 North Main, lived at 56 Jenkins Street. 
 
1892:  William G. Whittemore, clerk 113 Westminster, lived at 158 Prospect St. 
  Mrs. William G., variety store 505 North Main, lived at 158 Prospect St. 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
William G. Whittemore and wife Jennie L. owned the property as of June 15, 1891. 
David W. McCoyd owned the property as of November 1, 1913. 
David W. McCoid owned the property as of November 2, 1914. 
David W. McCoid and Jemima A. McCoid, joint tenants, owned the property as of 

February 1930. 
David W. McCoid Estate owned the property as of June 1947. 
Margaret W. Devoe, wife of Harry L. owned the property as of March 1948. 
Jerold C. Ehrlich and Robert C. Ehrlich (sic), Ent owned the property as of August 26, 

1998. Reference DB 3880/027. 
 
NOTE:  The house was converted to three condominium units, recorded in Condo DB 

7279/001 on May 13, 2005.   The following owners are of current record: 
 
Unit 1:  Cassandra Ormiston  
Unit 2:  Henry F. Schwarz 
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Unit 3:  Marius L. and Elisabeta Minca  
 
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Judith A. Barlow 
February 2007 
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